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	1. Usual Morning

Chapter 1: Usual Morning

**Hey everyone! This is just a short part of ****The Erica Assignment**** that I didn't include. It takes place after chapter 20, so if you want to check it out, go ahead. You don't have to, but it would be nice if you did (and left a review). It would tell you about how Erica got to Berk.**

**Now to start with the story.**

* * *

><p>Morning had arrived on Berk once again. The sun was peeking over the horizon and Vikings were getting started on the day.<p>

In the back of the Haddock house, a girl was waking up. She rubbed her eyes tiredly and pushed the blanket away. She crawled out of bed, pulled on her boots, and started brushing her hair. She quickly, but carefully, made two braids. Once she was done, she walked out of the small little bedroom that the chief and the blacksmith made for her.

She saw the chief and his son eating breakfast in front of the fire. "Erica, you're awake!" he smiled. "Would you like to join us?"

"Yes, please." she nodded and took a seat next to the brunette, while Stoick got up to serve her a bowl. "Morning, Hiccup."

"Morning, Erica." he greeted back. "How'd you sleep?"

"I slept well, thank you for asking." The chief placed a bowl of oatmeal in front of the girl. "Thank you." she said again.

"You're welcome," he responded. "Alright, I'll see you two later. I have to go now." he said as he walked out the door.

"Bye," Hiccup and I said in unison. The room turned silent, except the sound of the two Vikings eating.

"What are you going to do after breakfast?" Erica asked Hiccup, trying to create a conversation.

"I'll probably go on my usual flight with Toothless." he answered. "What about you?"

"I don't really know." she admitted. "I didn't really plan anything for the day." Another moment of silence filled in, before she asked, "Do you mind if Whirlpool and I join you two?"

"Not at all." he smiled as he looked at the younger girl. "But first let's finish eating." Erica nodded and both of them did just that.

...

While Hiccup was adjusting the saddle on his Night Fury, Erica glanced around, searching for her dragon. Whirlpool was a Scauldron, and Erica knew that he would usually go to sleep in the ocean and come back in the morning.

"Do you see him yet?" Hiccup asked.

"No, but he should be here soon." Erica replied. "He's probably finishing up his own breakfast."

Hiccup walked up to the girl and said, "He better come quick. Toothless is anxious to hit the skies."

"Don't worry, I know he's on his way. He usually comes around this time in the morning." she assured him. On cue, her Scauldron waddled up to the teenagers. "See. What did I tell you?" she walked up to the pale beast and smiled. "Hey there, boy. Ready to start the day?" The dragon nodded and allowed her to strap the saddle on his neck. She climbed on and met up with Hiccup and Toothless.

"Ready?"

"Ready." she confirmed and they took off into the sky. "So, where are we going?" she asked.

"I thought that you'd like to just fly around Berk and relax." he answered. "Anyway, how are you with Whirlpool? Any trouble?"

"No," she shook her head. "Everything is great. We couldn't have a better friendship." she smiled and everything went silent, except for the sound of the wind. "Do you think I should head back soon?"

"Why do you asked?" he wondered why she was asking him.

"Well, I'm just wondering what you'd think. I mean, they must be worried about me. They're probably wondering where I am. I did sneak off in the middle of the night." she sighed.

"Well, if I were you your parents, I would definitely be worried." he said and gave her a warm smile. "Do you miss them?"

"Of course I do." she said without hesitation. "Who wouldn't miss their _own _family?" she asked to no one in particular. "They may yell at me for doing wrong or getting into trouble, but they're still _my _family. Although, sometimes I wish they would overlook the mistakes I made and focus on the good things I accomplish, you know?"

"Yes, I do." Hiccup nodded, knowing exactly how the younger Viking felt.

Erica smiled at the boy, but before she said anything they heard shouting from behind. "Hiccup! Hey Hiccup!" They both looked back to see Fishlegs on Meatlug. "You're dad is looking for you," he finally said when he caught up to them.

"Of course he is." Hiccup murmured to himself. "Where is he?" he asked his friend.

"He's in the middle of town." Fishlegs answered.

"Alright." he said as he started flying with Toothless. "Wait! Can you stay with Erica?" he turned around and asked the other boy.

"Well, actually-"

"It's okay, Hiccup." Erica interrupted. "I'll be fine being alone. Plus, I have Whirlpool with me. How much trouble can I get into?"

"Plenty." Hiccup scoffed. "Maybe worse than the twins."

"Oh please, no one can cause more mischief than them." Erica returned, crossing her arms.

"She's right about that." Fishlegs agreed.

"Fine," Hiccup finally gave in. "I'll see you back at the arena for class." Erica nodded and everyone went their separate ways. Hiccup and Fishlegs flew back to the village, while Erica flew down to the beach.

Once she got there, she climbed off her Scauldron and strolled down the beach. Meanwhile, she was debating with herself on whether she should return home. She didn't want to leave, but she knew that she would have to eventually.

**BOOM!**

She turned around to see and explosion coming from the forest. Her eyes widened and did the only thing she could do. Check it out.

* * *

><p><strong>What do you guys think? Is it off to a good start or what? Tell me in your reviews and until next time.<strong>


	2. Crushing

Chapter 2: Crushing

There was a huge hole in the dirt that the twins caused after goofing off. "Do you think anyone heard that?" Ruffnut asked her twin.

"I don't know." her brother answered. "Maybe."

"Come on, we better go before we get into trouble." she told him and he nodded. They both flew off on their Zippleback back to the village. When they got there, they noticed it was empty. "Where is everyone?" she asked aloud.

"I have no idea."

"Come on, let's go to the arena." she told Tuffnut.

"Why?" he whined. "Think of all the pranks we can do right now. Especially since there is no one here." he said.

"But everyone will know it was us." she huffed.

"Fine, let's go to the arena." he sighed, thinking it was better than doing nothing. They took off into the air and flew toward the academy, where they found it empty except for Snotlout and Hookfang. "Where's everyone?" I asked him.

"They went to check out some _lame_ explosion." he answered. "Probably some stupid dragon."

Both of the twins turned to each other with mischievous grins on their faces. They were fascinated how much commotion they caused. Soon after, the rest of the teenagers came flying in n their dragons.

"What do you think caused that?" Erica asked Hiccup.

"Do you think it was the Outcasts?" Astrid guessed.

"It doesn't seem likely. The hole was caused by a dragon. There were scorch marks around it." Fishlegs corrected Astrid, who just huffed. Erica's ears perked up at the word 'dragon' and looked at the Thorson Twins. She then looked at their dragon, noting its tail. It was green just like the one she saw in the forest, but it had a different shape.

"Whatever it was, we need to find out what it was. It can be a threat or worse." Hiccup told the others.

"Then we should go check it out again." Erica said. "We can see if there is anything that can tell us about it." The others agreed and they all climbed on their dragons. They flew out of the arena and towards the forest. They landed on the dirt floor, next to enormous hole in the ground. There were scorch marks and trees scattered all around.

"This isn't our explosion." Tuffnut whispered to his sister.

"No kidding."

Everyone slid off their dragons and started searching around. However, they found nothing that could tell them out what had happened. Except what they already knew. The teens decide to go back to the arena and continue with their usual training.

"Here's what I thought that we should do for today's lesson," he started. "Everyone has a lot of trust in their own dragon. However, your dragon will not always be there with you and you'll have to rely on other's to help you. So, here's what we are going to do. We are going to pretend to be in a dangerous situation. Now, let's go." He climbed on Toothless and flew out of the arena. The others followed him to a cliff in the forest. Down below there was a lake.

"Now, let's imagine we are being chased by Outcasts or by a dragon and they lead you to the edge of a cliff-"

"And we fight them off." Snotlout cut in, grinning.

Hiccup ignored him and went on. "Your only escape is to jump, where on of us is waiting to catch you."

"I-I don't think that's safe." Fishlegs said.

"Look, Astrid and I will demonstrate." Hiccup told them and walked a few feet away from the edge of the cliff. "Fishlegs, will you do the honors?"

"I'm not so sure about this, Hiccup."

"Oh, come on." Snotlout scoffed. "Here, I'll do it." He started shooting at Hiccup's feet.

"Hey! Watch it!" shouted the brunette. Snotlout ignored him and continued firing. He receded to the edge and jumped before the fire burned him. Luckily, Astrid was waiting for him.

"Gotcha!" she smiled and placed him back on the ground.

"Everyone got it?" Hiccup asked, to make sure they were all listening. They all nodded and Hiccup proceeded. "Okay, Erica. You're with the twins." he said.

"You really want to kill me, don't you?" she mumbled.

"It's not that bad." Hiccup told her.

She just rolled her eyes and got into position. "Let's get this over with." she huffed angrily.

The twins noticed that she was still mad about what happened a few days before and probably didn't trust them. However, Tuff just stared at the angry girl and had a stupid grin on his face.

Snotout and Hookfang started shooting once again, making the young girl back up. She didn't seem amused, but played along. She finally made it the edge and saw the twins hovering on their Zippleback. She knew that she had no other choice than to jump and hope they caught her.


	3. No Trust

Chapter 3: No Trust

Her legs left the ground and she shut her eyes. She extended her arms and felt them being grabbed by a pair of claws. She slowly opened her eyes, noticed she wasn't falling, and looked up. The twins' and their Zippleback caught her. She smiled at the dragon (or dragons) as they placed her back on the ground.

She trusted the Zippleback, but not its riders. Especially not after a certain event.

* * *

><p><em>"What are you two doing?" I asked.<em>

_Both them turned around and looked at me._

_"Nothing." Ruffnut answered._

_"Come on Tuff." her brother said. "I think she can keep a secret."_

_"What secret?" I asked eagerly, now interested in what they were up to._

_"Fine." Ruffnut huffed. "We're playing a trick on someone and-"_

_"On who?" I interrupted._

_"That doesn't matter right." she replied, before she continued explaining what they were doing. "We are hiding these objects all over Berk to mess with someone. Now, do you want to help?"_

_"Sure." I answered with a mischievous smirk._

_"Alright. Take this and hide it." she handed me an axe._

_I looked it for a moment. Before I could ask once more on who's it was, Ruffnut told me, "Go on!"_

_"Alright. I'm going." I huffed and walked away. I heard the twins snicker as I was leaving and I knew they were up to no good. Instead of hiding it, like I agreed to do, I decided to see whom it belonged to._

_"I wonder who's this is." I asked myself, once I was far away from the Thorson twins. I sat down on the grass, behind one of the houses, and examined it once more. I had a feeling that I had seen it before, but I just couldn't recognize it._

_I got up and tried to look for its owner. I wondered around town, struggling with the idea of who's axe it was that I didn't paying attention to were I was going. I bumped into someone._

_"Hey, watch it." Astrid growled as she turned around to see me. "Oh, it's just you." she smiled, but it faded away. "Wait is that my axe?" she pointed at the weapon in my hands._

_I then remembered that it was hers. I couldn't believe that I had forgotten, especially since I used it all afternoon yesterday._

_"So you're the crook that stole it." she crossed her arms._

_"What? No," I responded. "It wa-"_

_But the blonde didn't allow me to explain myself. Instead, she cut me off by saying, "Don't try to pin it on someone else." Then she snatched her axe from my hands and murmured, "I thought we were friends."_

* * *

><p>Although they both made up, she was still holding a grudge on them for tricking her. She didn't take things very lightly.<p>

"Nice job, guys." Hiccup told them. "I hope you learned to trust each other a little more."

"Not really," mumbled Erica as she walked up to her own dragon.

Hiccup heard her, but didn't say anything to her. He knew that she had a problem with the Thorson twins, so that's why he paired them up. However, he didn't know what exactly happened between the Vikings. "Alright, next up is-" he started.

**ROAR**

Everyone turned toward the sound of the dragon and saw some fire coming from the forest. "It's back." Fishlegs whimpered.

"Everybody onto your dragons." Hiccup commanded and they all obeyed. Soon, all of the teens were flying on their dragons towards the noise.

* * *

><p><strong>What do you guys think it is? Please leave a review, it would be nice to see your opinions. They don't even have to be very long. I accept all sorts of reviews. Until next time, my readers.<strong>


	4. Nightmare

Chapter 4: Nightmare

**Still waiting on those reviews.**

* * *

><p>Everyone landed on the forest floor and slid off the back of their dragons. In front of them, there was a Monstrous Nightmare setting fire to everything. The beast was larger than Hookfang, which that it was older. Its scales were an emerald green, but it still had the black pattern like Hookfang.<p>

"Cool." the twins whispered. I frowned at them, but couldn't help agreeing that it was cool. The beast was destroying everything in its path.

"What are we going to do?" Astrid asked.

"We are going to see if we can train it." Hiccup answered. He started walking towards the dragon, who sensed his movement and turned around. They lit up with anger and it growled deeply. "It's okay. We're friends." Hiccup told the Nightmare. The dragon relaxed and Hiccup stretched his hand out.

The dragon freaked out and knock Hiccup with its tail. "Hiccup!" Astrid shrieked and rushed to his side. As she helped him up, she shouted, "Stormfly, spine shot." Her dragon obeyed and whipped her tail to send spikes towards the wild dragon. Everyone's dragon helped as well and started shooting. The dragon let out a roar of defeat and flew away. "Are you alright?" Astrid questioned.

"Yes, I'm fine." he replied.

"Should we go after it?" asked Fishlegs. Everyone looked at the Viking, waiting for an answer. Everything was silent for a moment, while the brunette though about it.

"Look," Erica broke the silence. "I'm going after it."

"Erica, you saw how it flung Hiccup." Astrid explained. "You're going to end up hurt. So don't even bother going after it. I don't really think that dragon is trainable."

The young Viking ignored her and climbed on her dragon. "Well, I'm going to try." she said before she took off into the air with her dragon.

...

Erica flew over the forest on Whirlpool, scanning the trees for the dragon. It was a difficult task, since the dragon was the same color of the trees. She finally spotted it, bursting more trees up in flames. It was near a mountain side and she started flying towards it. She heard several wings flapping behind her and glanced back. She saw that it was the rest of the gang and smiled.

"You didn't think we were going to leave you to do it yourself, did you?" Hiccup smirked.

"I have my doubts."she scoffed and Hiccup's smirk faded. "I'm kidding. I knew you'd come."

"So, where's the dragon?" Tuffnut asked.

"Oh, just over there. Where we can see the flames coming from the trees." she scowled.

"What are you planning to do?" Astrid asked.

"Well, I was going to land behind it and just wing it." she answered sheepishly.

"Just wing it? Are you serious?"

"It's okay Astrid." Hiccup reassured. "We'll think of something."

...

They did as Erica had said, which was to land behind it. The dragon didn't hear them land, since it was too busy destroying the forest. They slid of the backs of their dragons and tried to come up with a plan to train it. "Should we try to confront it again?" Fishlegs asked in a quiet voice.

"I don't know. Didn't work last time." Astrid whispered.

"We can always try again." Erica shrugged.

"I guess it wouldn't hurt to try." Hiccup agreed.

"But what if it freaks out again and attacks us?" Astrid questioned. "We could get hurt."

"Well then, that's that." Erica huffed, crossing her arms. "Unless you have a better idea."

Astrid stood there and finally answered in an angry tone, "No, I don't have a better idea." The dragon turned to her voice and roared at us. It engulfed it body in flames and glared at us. "You still want to confront it?" whimpered Astrid.

"No, b-but Snotlout does." Erica said, pushing the teen forward. "I mean, he does have his own Monstrous Nightmare."

"Why me?" Snotlout asked. "And just because I have one, doesn't mean he listens to me. Why don't you do it, Erica? You're the one who brought us here."

"Hey! I didn't tell you to come." she argued. "I could have been fine by myself."

"She's right." Tuffnut agreed. "Hiccup was the one who dragged us here."

"Yea!" Ruffnut nodded.

"It doesn't matter who's fault it is." Hiccup interrupted. "Look, let's just leave the dragon alone." No one argued with his idea. They all obeyed and climbed on their dragons. Erica stood there, deciding whether she should leave as well. "Come on, Erica." Hiccup told her.

"No. I'm not leaving." she said, staring at the beast, who seemed to calm down while they were arguing. She took small steps towards the dragon, who receded to the side of the mountain. Its body hit the rocky side and it knew that it had nowhere else to go. "It's aright." she whispered. "I'm a friend." The dragon stared at her, fear in its eyes. She reached out and the beast let out a growl. It flung its snake-like tail, which knocked Erica to the side of the mountain. She let out a cry of agony before her body went limp.

Everyone gasped and quickly reacted. The dragon riders and their dragons started firing at the Nightmare, especially Erica's Scauldron. The dragon roared before it took off into the air, leaving the island. Meanwhile, Tuffnut jumped off his dragon and ran over to the girl. He picked her up and carried her to where everyone else was. Hiccup was the first one walk to the blonde and see if she was alright.

"She's okay." he told everyone, after he checked her breathing. He noticed that her face was pale and she had a few cuts and bruises, but other than that no other injuries. "She's going to be okay."


	5. Feelings Revealed

Chapter 5: Feelings Revealed

Everyone was worried about Erica, especially Tuffnut. He would go up to his sister and ask her to go check on the girl. She would agree and go up to the Haddock house. It was a little after noon, when he asked her for what seemed like the millionth time. "Can you go see if she's awake?" he asked his twin sister.

She looked at him with a concern look, noticing that he was very tired. She never seen him like this before and worried about him. "Look Tuff," she said, placing a hand on his shoulder. "I think you should go see for yourself." He nodded and walked out of their house. He made his way through the village and up the steps to the chief's house.

He hesitated before he decided to knock on the wooden door. The door opened and he was greeted by Hiccup. "Hey Tuff. What are you doing here?" he asked the blonde.

"I came to see how you were doing." he answered.

"I'm doing fine." Hiccup told him, but he was actually feeing the contrary. He was tired since he stayed up all night, waiting for her to wake. He cared for the younger girl, but not the same way he cared about Astrid. Instead, he cared about her like a brother would care about his sister.

"That's good." Tuffnut returned and they stood there in awkward silence. Hiccup didn't know how to react and he just rubbed the back of his neck. "How's Erica?" Tuff asked, ending the silence.

"She's still unconscious." the brunette replied, wondering why he was asking.

"Can I see her?" questioned Tuffnut, which took him by surprise.

"Sure. Come on in." he gestured for him to enter. He closed the door behind him and said, "I'll show you where she is." He lead him to the back of the house and into a small room that had a long cloth for a door. Hiccup pushed it away and revealed the unconscious Viking. They both stepped in and Tuffnut examined her.

'She's still pretty.' he thought, ignoring the cuts and bruises.

"You don't mind staying here awhile, do you Tuff?" he asked, interrupting his thoughts. "I just want to go on a quick flight with Toothless, then I'll be back."

Tuffnut noticed his tired expression and nodded, "Go ahead. I don't mind. Take as long as you like."

Hiccup smiled and said, "Thanks Tuff." He scurried out of the room and Tuffnut heard him and his dragon walk out the door. Once they were gone, everything grew quiet. The chief was out in town and the only sound that could be heard was Erica's faint breathing.

He sat down on the only chair in the room and stared at her. He didn't know what to do. 'Maybe I should go.' he thought and stood up. "Oh wait. I promised Hiccup that I would stay here." he muttered and plopped back on the chair. He turned to face the girl, whose bangs where covering her face. He leaned in and pushed them away with his index finger. He stared at her and smiled.

"You were pretty crazy to have done something like that." he told her, knowing that she couldn't hear him. "That was cool, but scary at the same time." he chuckled nervously, remembering the event. "Hiccup's done crazy things too, but-" he stopped rambling and grinned. He was glad that he could speak his mind without being criticized.

He continued talking, telling her about what happened after the dragon slammed her against the mountain. When he finished storytelling, he sighed. "I wonder how long Hiccup's going to take. Oh wait, I told him that he could take as long as he'd like." He sighed once more and stood up to stretch his legs. He peeked out the door, kind of expecting Hiccup to come in. However, no one came through the door and he sat back down.

He looked at the girl and remembered how he started crushing on her when she first arrived. And during training, he would space out and daydream until his sister punched him back to reality. She was the only one who knew about his crush on the visitor and would sometimes try to humiliate him in from of Erica. Although she would make fun of him, she kept her promise to not tell. But she always insisted him to tell her.

"Only if you knew how I felt." he murmured. 'Why don't you tell her?' he thought. 'She can't hear you or say anything anyways. Just spill it out.' he considered it before he blurted out, "Yea!" He quickly camped a hand over his mouth and glanced at her, checking if she woke up. Luckily she didn't and he smiled.

"Okay, so when Hiccup introduced you to the gang I didn't really pay attention to you. I thought you were pretty, but that was it. Then I noticed you were really cool, since you like pranking and destroying things. But you seemed like Hiccup, really smart and I didn't think you would like me. Since I'm not the sharpest sword in the barrel." he let out a sigh before he continued. "Then that day we tricked you and ruined your friendship with Astrid, I thought that you would ** never, in a million years,** like me. But I still thought about you and when I heard your name, I would have a weird feeling in my stomach."

He stopped and looked at the floorboards. He felt a giant wait off his shoulders and continued smiling at the ground. He didn't really know what he said, but he knew he said everything.

Suddenly, he heard a faint voice ask, "Really?"

* * *

><p><strong>What did you think? Was it good or bad? Please leave a review or two.<strong>


	6. Friends For Now

Chapter 6: Friends For Now

Tuffnut looked up and saw that Erica had awaken. He smiled and said, "You're awake."

"Yea," she said weakly and slowly tried to sit up. She gritted her teeth and clutched her side as pain shot up.

"Are you okay?" Tuffnut asked, not sure on what to do. He wanted to help, but he had no idea how. She just nodded and gave him a small smile. "Did you hear all that?" he questioned. Once again, she nodded. "Oh," he mumbled, unsure if that was a good thing or a bad thing.

"Where's Hiccup?" she asked, her voice hoarse.

"Uh, he went for a ride with Toothless." he answered. "You-you want some water?"

"Sure," she accepted. He walked out of the small bedroom and searched around. Meanwhile, Erica was getting out of bed. She was having a hard time, since she was feeling a little dizzy. However, she didn't care and kept trying. 'I wonder if he meant what he said.' she thought. 'I'll ask him soon.'

"Hey, I couldn't find any water." Tuffnut said nervously as he peeked through the doorway. "Do you need help?" he asked, noticing that she was having a difficult time.

"Yes, please." she nodded and Tuff helped her out of her bedroom. "Hey, Tuff?" she asked as he lead her towards the front door.

"Hm?" he looked at her.

"Did you really mean all those things you said? About liking me?" she asked.

"What things?" he asked, stopping in his tracks. Erica frowned, wondering if he actually forgot or was just messing with her. "Oh, wait. I remember now." he said and Erica relaxed a bit, because she would have gotten mad if he forgot. "Yes," he finally answered, blushing slightly. Erica noticed him blushing and started blushing herself.

She opened her mouth to speak, but instead remained silent. She wanted to tell him that she liked him as well, but she couldn't. Her feelings weren't as strong as his. "Tuff?" she whispered. "I like you too. But let's just be friends for now." she told him.

He just smiled because he thought that meant that she forgave him. "Okay," he nodded and hugged her. Erica was surprised (and in pain), but she hugged him back. She felt her heart beat a little faster than usual and smiled. He released her and said, "Don't tell anyone about this."

"Okay," she assured him, but still wondered why he didn't want anyone to know. However, she didn't question it.

Tuff then lead her to the door, when Hiccup walked in with Toothless. "Erica, you're up." he grinned. "How are you feeing?"

"As good as a person who has been flung against a mountain can feel." she answered.

"Okay," Hiccup said, unsure of how to answer. "Wait, where are you going? Shouldn't you be in bed, resting?" he asked.

"No, I can't stay still for to long. I get bored easily, so I'm going on a walk with Tuff." she told him.

"Are you sure about that?" he asked, thinking that that wasn't a very good idea. "You know, I'll join you two." he said. The other two Vikings accepted and all three of them went for a walk out in the village. Toothless and Whirlpool trailed behind the teens.

They later flew to the academy, where everyone was waiting. They were all glad to see that Erica was up again. Then, they all continued with their usual training. Erica was slowly regaining her strength during the session and felt glad. She couldn't help smiling the whole time, knowing that people cared about her.

* * *

><p><strong>That's it everybody. Thanks for reading and please leave a review. <strong>


End file.
